
how to: 
1. “Paint” Structural Steel Framing 

and 
2. “Paint” Mechanical Ductwork 

 

1. Painting Structural Steel Framing 

  

  

Select the member that you want to edit. 

Click “…” in under the “Materials and 

Finishes” subcategory of the Properties 

dialogue box. This will open the 

Materials dialogue box. 

B) Make sure that this box is checked. 

A) Duplicate the material that is 

highlighted and append a color name (or 

room name, etc) to it. This way you will 

know it is still that material, and you will 

only be changing the surface properties 

of it. 



 

 

 

  

A) Click on the “Appearance” tab. 

Select “Paint” or “Wall Paint” and find a 

color that you like. If the color you want 

is not depicted, you can click into the 

color box to change it. 



2. Painting Mechanical Ductwork 

 

 

 

 

Select Materials in the Manage tab. 

Highlight the Insulation – Duct Wrap 

material and click the Duplicate icon. 

Change the name to differentiate it from the 

original duct wrap material and click OK 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Make sure that “Use Render Appearance 

for Shading” is checked. Then click in the 

color box to bring up the color menu. 

Choose the shade you would like your 

duct to be and click OK. 



 

 

 

 

 

Select the duct(s) that you would like to 

make the color that you chose in the 

step above. When it is selected, click Add 

Insulation.  

Make the thickness very thin so that it 

will not interfere with collaboration. 

Then click Edit Type. 

Duplicate the Duct Wrap type so that it 

will not change all of the duct wrap in 

the project. Then click the “…” next to 

Material under Materials and Finishes. 



 

 

 

 

Choose the Material that you just 

created and click OK. When the 

dialogue boxes are closed, you should 

be able to see the duct in the new 

color that you chose. 


